
NSU 2014 Krækingur
Sauðárkrókur, Iceland 		 Friday 25th of July         

Any material you want us to publish? No problem, deadline is 6pm every day: 
nsuavis2014@gmail.com 

Welcome to the Summer Session 2014 
For the first time in 10 years we have our Summer Session in 
Iceland.
We’ve had years with almost no participants from Iceland; 
even years when the Icelandic member of the board was 
Danish — in hope that this revival of Danish colonialism would 
provoke Icelanders to take action and come back. I don’t 
think that is the reason we are now back in Iceland, it is rather 
thanks to several winter sessions in Iceland within the last years 
and not least thanks to a group of very hard working people 
in Arrkom who have been looking forward to welcoming us in 
Iceland.
And, I can tell, they have spent lots and lots of hours working 
on this!
We are a good number of participants this summer, more than 
we have been for the last years. So we will be many people 
enjoying their work on arranging the summer for us, and enjoy-
ing each other’s company and the feeling of NSU.

Last summer in Norway we were very concerned about cuts in 
the budget of Nordic Council of Ministers (NMR) and the sug-
gestion that NSU should be under the auspices of NordForsk 
(the research program of NMR). The question was how this 
would affect us. 
The ultimate concern was whether we would be here again 
this summer, or at least in what form we would be here. 
As we all can see we are still here, and we look the same as 
last year! [Editor’s note: Not really — Erik has grown a beard.]
What has happened since last year is that NMR has asked for 
an evaluation of us. The outcome of this evaluation will form 
the foundation for what decisions NMR and NordForsk will take 
concerning NSU. Technopolis Group, with an office in Stock-
holm, has been made in charge of the evaluation which is fi-
nanced with DKK 200.000 from NMRS (the secretariat of Nordic 
Council of Ministers) and DKK 150.000 from NordForsk. 
As NSU is different from ordinary research programs we have 
been asked to make a self-evaluation to form an agenda for 
the evaluation. It was made in autumn/winter, and it can be 
found on our webpage (in Danish). As you can read there, 
NSU has been very productive over the last decade, which 
is the time span of the self-evaluation (being the period we 
have had the status of a research program within NMR). 
We are now waiting for the evaluation. It was supposed to be 
done before summer, now expected in August. 
As this evaluation forms the foundation for decisions about 
NSU we know today nothing about the future. NordForsk will 
not start any talks with us before the evaluation is concluded, 
not even exchange ideas of how we could perhaps make use 
of each other. 

A consequence of this uncertainty about the immediate fu-
ture is a question of how we can ask the coordinators to plan 
the Winter Symposiums not knowing whether there will be any 
money for them. This concern from our side has been met with 
political support for our immediate activities. We have been 
informed from political side that we can continue planning 
the year 2015 and there will be money for NSU then. NordForsk 
has not yet confirmed this. However, I believe we can trust this 

information and in good faith plan next year as we should. 

So what about the future? Since we have not seen the 
evaluation yet it is hard to say. If we had had it for this summer 
we could also begin a discussion about possible improvements 
and interesting new directions for us to take — the outside view 
on NSU could be a good occasion for us to learn about ourselves 
and what we can do differently and better.
We should do this anyway and follow what we believe is best for 
NSU. And we should also continue our fight for remaining inde-
pendent and not under the auspices of NordForsk.
Everyone is invited to participate in this fight. Activate your con-
tacts, in politics and in academia. Make NSU known through 
different media. Everything, small and large, counts.
Explicit support for NSU is much welcome. We have got some 
letters of support from the College of rectors of the Danish 
universities, a group of rectors of Swedish university colleges, the 
Danish Society of Philosophy, and individuals like the former rec-
tor of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Copenhagen. 
Much more of this kind is needed as well as support from friends 
in political life. We can see it really does make a 
difference.

Between this Summer Session and next year’s session — planned 
to take place in Lithuania — many things will 
happen. We should not wait for them to happen, we should 
make them happen. Happen as we see them for the best of 
NSU!

Wishing you all wonderful days in Iceland!

Carsten
Ordförende

PS
Concerning Danes representing Iceland in the board, at least 
it will not be the case in the future. Four Nordic countries have 
to be represented, but that says nothing about where the fifth 
comes from. 
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Sea swimming 6pm to 7pm
Today we will go for a swim in the sea by Sauðárkrókur with a local 
sea bathing specialist Benedikt Lafleur. Benedikt offers organized 
sea bathingtours around Iceland, especially in the northwest area, 
where he also runs his scientific studies. He is one of the most 
experienced sea swimmer in Iceland, nationally known for his 
countless long distance sea-swimming. Benedikt is currently working 
on a study in Kiev about sea bathing. He has helped
hundreds of people to make their first step into the sea and 
gathered a lot of knowledge from their inestimable experience of 
sea bathing. The sea is in walking distance from the hotel so this trip 
is a big health package and it’s free.

Circle locations 
All study circles are located in the school, markers indicate rooms. 
Circles 1,2,3 & 7 are on the 2nd floor.
Circles 4 & 8 are on the 1st floor, behind the cafeteria.
The children’s circle and circle 5 are on the 1st floor, 1st 
corridor to the right before the cafeteria.

Stefanie von Schnurbein is professor for Modern 
Scandinavian Literatures at the Department for Northern 
European Studies at Humboldt-University Berlin century 
literature; gender, sexuality, masculinity and theories of 
embodiment; the reception of old Icelandic literature and 
Norse myth in literature, art, popular media, and religion 
(neo-Paganism); the history of scholarship and ideolo-
gy; literary anti-Semitism; figurations of hunger, disorderly 
eating and economy in Scandinavian literature. She is 
currently finishing a book manuscript on “Norse Revival. 
Transformations of Germanic Neo-Paganism”. In recent 
years, she has started to take a more experimental ap-
proach to working in the academy trying to create space 
for thinking critically about and at the same time practic-
ing academic freedom. She has published extensively on 
Scandinavian 19th and 20th century literature; gender,
sexuality, masculinity and theories of embodiment; the
reception of old Icelandic literature and Norse myth in
literature, art, popular media, and religion (neo-Pagan-
ism);
the history of scholarship and ideology; literary anti-
Semitism; figurations of hunger, disorderly eating and
economy in Scandinavian literature.

Today’s keynote



Important information
For general information about the conference you can contact Þórný Barðadóttir, tel. +354 895 4653
For printing and opening doors for conference areas you can contact Ásta Júlía, tel. +354 848 8487
The wireless internet does not require a code to operate.
The children’s circle introduction will be held on the 1st floor, the right side corridor before entering 
the cafeteria at 9am.

	 Circle 1- Transformations in the welfare in the Nordic countries

Walking tour 8:30pm to 10pm
A walking tour of Sauðarkrókur with a real “Krækingur”. You can learn about the history of the town 
as well as about the present day. Dress according to weather. 



Circle 3- 
Crisis and Crisis 
Scenarios: 
Normativity, 
Possibilities and
Dilemmas



	 Circle 2- Heterologies of the Everyday

Circle 5- Popmodernism - Recycling Twentieth Century Culture



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Circle 8- Exploring Affect



Today’s doppelganger

Aren’t they like two peas in a pod?
...or how about this one?

Pippi Långstrump		 	 	 	                      Disa Kamula

Disa Kamula		 	 	                             Princess Leia Organa

Look out for some more dopplegangers for the upcoming issues of Krækingur



INFLUENCE THE FUTURE OF NSU
Call for critical readers to review proposals for new study circles

2015-2017

We, the board, look for participants who are willing to read and review proposals for
new study circles 2015-2017 during the three first days of Summer Session. The task is
important for our research activity and consists in reading through short proposals
and give critical and constructive feedback to the applicants to improve and
develop their proposals before finally presenting it to the General Assembly.
Please, contact the chair directly at carsten.friberg@gmail.com


